
Christmas Bear Forest Card with Stencil Masking...
24 JUNE 2024

Create a stunning Christmas card featuring a 
majestic bear silhouette set against an 
enchanting autumn forest scene with warm 
oranges, golds and greens. This project uses 
stamp and stencil masking techniques to build 
beautiful layers of depth, enhanced with delicate 
white snow splatters for a magical seasonal 
effect. The finished card is mounted on a black 
mat for a professional, striking presentation.
From our live show MY PODCAST - Catch my 
latest updates broadcast 24th June 2024 (24 
June 2024) - watch it from 30:00.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED
See the show for everything used.

STEP 1

Stamp the bear image onto patterned 
Christmas paper using a brown ink pad. 
Position the bear towards the bottom of the 
paper, ensuring it is clearly stamped.
Watch this step: 31:45 into the show

STEP 2

Position the exterior stencil mask over the 
stamped bear image on the black card to 
create a defined outline around the bear.
Watch this step: 32:00 into the show
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STEP 3

Using a small brush, apply 
white pigment ink around 
the edges of the bear 
die-cut to create a soft halo 
effect. Blend the ink outward 
so it fades naturally into the 
background image.
Watch this step: 34:30 into 
the show

STEP 4

Carefully remove the 
stencil mask by lifting it 
straight up, taking care not 
to drag it across the 
artwork to avoid smudging 
the ink.
Watch this step: 36:45 into 
the show

STEP 5

Apply black or dark brown 
ink around the edges of the 
bear image using a small 
ink pad or applicator. Work 
the ink around the perimeter 
to darken and define the 
forest scene, drawing focus 
towards the centre of the 
design.
Watch this step: 37:00 into 
the show

STEP 6

Using a brush, apply white 
gesso or watercolour paint 
to create falling snow 
effects across the forest 
scene and bear. Add small 
dots and splashes to simulate 
snowflakes throughout the 
image.
Watch this step: 41:15 into 
the show

STEP 7

Carefully peel away the 
stencil mask from the card 
to reveal the white snow 
effect beneath. Allow the 
white paint or ink to dry 
completely before continuing 
with the next step.
Watch this step: 43:45 into 
the show

STEP 8

Using black ink, darken the 
outer edges of the card to 
create a moody vignette 
effect that frames the bear. 
Work the ink around all four 
edges to add depth and 
atmosphere to the scene.
Watch this step: 45:15 into 
the show
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STEP 9

Using a white gel pen, add 
highlights to the bear's feet 
and tree details to ground 
the image and create 
sparkle. Work carefully to 
enhance the dimensional 
effect of the scene.
Watch this step: 47:30 into 
the show

STEP 10

Apply glitter glue or clear 
glue with glitter to selected 
areas of the card, such as 
the falling snow effect, to 
add extra dimension and 
festive sparkle. Use a 
fine-tipped applicator for 
precise placement.
Watch this step: 48:15 into 
the show

STEP 11

Mount the finished bear 
and forest artwork onto a 
white or black card blank 
using adhesive to complete 
your Christmas card.
Watch this step: 49:00 into 
the show

STEP 12

TIPS FROM THE SHOW
• You can use the stamp 
and stencil in multiple 
ways: stamp only, stencil 
only, or combine them for 
different effects.
• If you stamp on busy 
patterned paper, the 
masks really bring 
everything to life by 
creating definition.
• You don't need to own 
the bumper paper pack; 
you can use pattern papers 
already in your stash with 
just the stamp set.
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MORE INSPIRATION

Looking for more ideas using this product? Here's a selection of gallery makes, videos and guides featuring 
it from across the site - click any image to see it in full.

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/?signup=uk
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VIDEOS

Watch the full show: MY PODCAST - 
Catch my latest updates broadcast 
24th June 2024
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