
Leather-Effect Wallet with Hidden Pockets
22 SEPTEMBER 2025

Create an elegant leather-effect wallet featuring 
a vintage 'Happy Birthday' design with multiple 
functional compartments. This sophisticated 
project uses die-cutting techniques to craft tiered 
pockets, hidden note sections, and decorative 
panels in muted grey and cream tones. The 
wallet is finished with realistic leather texturing 
and a decorative belt-style closure for a luxurious 
handmade gift.
From our live show Create Together Club - 5 
Days of Creativity - Broadcast Monday 22ND 
September 2025 (22 September 2025) - watch it 
from 20:15.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED

• Tailored Threads - 020823E

STEP 1

Select a patterned or plain cardstock from the 
paper pad. Cut the exterior wallet piece using 
the die from the Pocket Wallet die set on your 
cutting machine.
Watch this step: 22:00 into the show

STEP 2

Score the exterior piece firmly along the fold 
line using a scoring tool to create a crisp 
crease in the thicker cardstock.
Watch this step: 23:15 into the show

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/how-to-guides
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-finished-12bd9a.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-1-d4391c.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-2-d4391c.jpg


STEP 3

Fold the exterior piece in 
half along the scored line 
to form the wallet shape. 
The decorative patterned 
paper should be on the 
outside, with the plain interior 
facing inward.
Watch this step: 24:30 into 
the show

STEP 4

Cut the interior wallet piece 
from coordinating or 
contrasting cardstock 
using the same die set from 
the Tailored Threads 
collection.
Watch this step: 25:00 into 
the show

STEP 5

Score and fold the white 
interior piece in half to 
match the size of the 
decorative exterior piece.
Watch this step: 26:15 into 
the show

STEP 6

Cut a piece of white 
cardstock to create the 
hidden pocket insert. 
Position it inside the wallet 
base to create a tiered pocket 
effect where you can store 
notes and other items.
Watch this step: 31:15 into 
the show

STEP 7

Cut out two dot-dash panel 
pieces from cardstock 
using the die to create side 
pockets for the wallet. The 
pieces should have a 
decorative scalloped top 
edge.
Watch this step: 37:30 into 
the show

STEP 8

Cut out the decorative belt 
or leather strap closure 
piece from the cardstock 
using the stamp as a 
template.
Watch this step: 38:00 into 
the show

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-3-d4391c.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-4-d4391c.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-5-d4391c.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-6-d4391c.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-7-f63fcc.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g199-8-c4128e.jpg


STEP 9

Stamp a sentiment such as 
'Happy Birthday' onto one 
of the panel pieces using 
the stamp set and sticky 
ink pad. Position the stamp 
carefully on the leather-effect 
panel and press firmly to 
transfer the design.
Watch this step: 42:00 into 
the show

STEP 10

Heat emboss the stamped 
'Happy Birthday' sentiment 
using a heat gun. Hold the 
heat gun over the embossing 
powder until it melts and sets 
to create a raised, glossy 
finish.
Watch this step: 45:30 into 
the show

STEP 11

Position the interior piece 
onto the exterior piece. 
Apply adhesive to the bottom 
and side edges only, leaving 
the top edge open to create a 
pocket for inserting items.
Watch this step: 50:00 into 
the show

STEP 12

Fussy cut a decorative 
element such as a figure or 
floral motif from the 
patterned paper. Layer it 
onto the front of the wallet 
using foam pads for 
dimension.
Watch this step: 51:30 into 
the show

STEP 13

Position the belt closure 
piece across the front of 
the wallet and adhere it in 
place using strong 
adhesive, ensuring it will 
hold the wallet closed 
securely.
Watch this step: 53:15 into 
the show

STEP 14

Use a blending brush with 
coordinating ink to colour 
any white edges of the 
cardstock, hiding the white 
core.
Watch this step: 54:00 into 
the show
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STEP 15

TIPS FROM THE SHOW
• The cardstock is 
approximately 300 GSM, 
much thicker than standard 
card, so score firmly before 
folding.
• You can cut multiple 
wallets at once (five 
exteriors, five of each 
pocket type) to 
batch-produce them rather 
than making one at a time.
• The wallet does not have 
to be used as a functional 
wallet; you can use the 
front panel as a decorative 
element on a greeting card 
instead.

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/?signup=uk
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/tv-schedule


PRODUCTS USED

Inspiration with out frustration - we have carefully curated all of the products used in this project to assist you 
in your creative journey. Click on the product images to find their availability from Stamps By Me.

TAILORED THREADS - 020823E

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.com/product/tailored-threads---8-x-8-paper-pack---020823e
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/video/one-day-special---join-toni-for-her-brand-new-launch---broadcast-3rd-october-2025


MORE INSPIRATION

Looking for more ideas using this product? Here's a selection of gallery makes, videos and guides featuring 
it from across the site - click any image to see it in full.

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/search?sbm=only&seach_type_products=yes&q=dye+inks
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/unique-stamps/stamps-by-me-lamination-


VIDEOS

Watch the full show: Create Together 
Club - 5 Days of Creativity - Broadcast 
Monday 22ND September 2025
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