
Grungy Textured Fish Card with Lifted Ink Effect
A PROJECT FROM OUR LIVE SHOW  -  MONDAY MADNESS  -  23 MAY 2022

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

A more masculine, textured card using craft cardstock with a Caribbean blue spray base and glittery scale 

texture. The fish are stamped and inked with a lifted effect using cotton buds to create depth, making the fish 

appear to come forward without three-dimensional elements.

From the show: Monday Madness

Shown: 23 May 2022

The project starts: 16:00 into the show

In this guide: 16 steps

WATCH IT ON THE SHOW

YOU WILL NEED

• Izink Diamond Paint 80ML Carribean Blue 070621AH

• Izink Spray Blue Moon 080621W

• Avago-ink Designs - A5 Die - Deep Ocean - 100122C

howtocraftnetwork.com  -  free step-by-step guides from our live craft shows Page 1

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/how-to-guides
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.com/my-telly-ondemand?id=229&t=960
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.com/product/izink-diamond-paint-80ml-carribean-blue-070621
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.com/product/izink-spray-blue-moon-080621-
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.com/product/avago-ink-designs-a5-die-deep-ocean-100122c
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.com


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE Grungy Textured Fish Card with Lifted Ink Effect

STEP BY STEP

1
STEP 1 OF 16

Cut a square of craft card and place it in a spray booth, then apply a light mist of Caribbean blue 

dye spray, allowing the craft card to show through.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  16:30

2
STEP 2 OF 16

Dab some of the spray with a paper towel to remove depth in certain areas, creating a sea spray 

effect.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  17:00

3
STEP 3 OF 16

Heat-dry the sprayed panel with a heat gun to speed up drying.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  17:15

4
STEP 4 OF 16

Use the Stylish Scales die as a stencil and apply icing glitter texture paste around the corners and 

edges of the panel with a spatula.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  17:45

5
STEP 5 OF 16

Stamp three fish images (large parent fish and small baby fish) onto a small square of white card 

using Versafine black ink.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  19:30

6
STEP 6 OF 16

Blend a light blue ink pad over the stamped fish images using circular motions with an ink pad, 

starting gently.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  21:30

7
STEP 7 OF 16

Layer a darker blue-black ink pad over the light blue to create a murky, deeper tone in patches 

across the fish.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  22:00
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE Grungy Textured Fish Card with Lifted Ink Effect

8
STEP 8 OF 16

Dampen a cotton bud with water and gently lift ink from the fish images to create definition and 

make them appear to come forward.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  23:30

9
STEP 9 OF 16

Use the cotton bud to lift ink from around the baby fish and between the larger fish to increase 

contrast.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  24:00

10
STEP 10 OF 16

Tap a paintbrush lightly across the background to create ink splatters, then lift some of these 

splatters with a paper towel for added depth.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  24:30

11
STEP 11 OF 16

Heat-dry the completed fish panel with a heat gun to set all inks.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  26:15

12
STEP 12 OF 16

Mount the textured glitter panel onto a blue card layer using a tape runner, then mount this onto 

your card blank.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  27:00

13
STEP 13 OF 16

Run the edges of the fish panel along a black ink pad to break up and define the cut edges.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  28:30

14
STEP 14 OF 16

Tie craft twine into loops and adhere to the card with glue, positioning them to frame the main fish 

image.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  29:00
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE Grungy Textured Fish Card with Lifted Ink Effect

15
STEP 15 OF 16

Mount the fish panel on top of the twine using foam pads for dimension.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  30:00

16
STEP 16 OF 16

Stamp the 'Catch You Later' sentiment onto white card using black ink, then cut the words apart.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  30:45

TIPS FROM THE SHOW

• Cotton buds give you more control than brushes when lifting ink and help create a dimensional effect 

without adding bulk.

• Running cut edges along an ink pad is a good way to finish off your project and hide imperfect cuts.

• If you're posting the card, lifting ink instead of adding foam layers keeps the envelope cost down 

whilst still creating dimension.

SHOP THE PROJECT

Izink Diamond Paint 80ML
Carribean Blue 070621AH

SHOP NOW >

Izink Spray Blue Moon 080621W

SHOP NOW >

Avago-ink Designs - A5 Die - Deep
Ocean - 100122C

SHOP NOW >

COMING UP LIVE ON HOW TO CRAFT NETWORK

The Thursday Drop
THURSDAY 29 OCTOBER
6pm UK  /  2pm EASTERN  /  11am PACIFIC

WATCH FREE ON MY TELLY
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MORE FROM THIS SHOW

FULL SHOW

Watch the full show: Monday
Madness

WATCH NOW >

SAME SHOW

Pastel Ombre Fish Card with
Stylish Scales Die

FREE GUIDE >

Distressed Wooden Crate with
Finger Wax and White Ink

FREE GUIDE >

?
STUCK ON A STEP? ASK TONI
Ask Toni on our website about any project, product or technique from the show.

MORE FREE STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES
1,642 projects from our live shows,
every step photographed.

SEE THEM ALL

USED IN THIS PROJECT

Izink Diamond Paint 80ML Carribean Blue 070621AH

SHOP NOW
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