
Explosion Card Focal Character with
Hand-Painted Colour

A PROJECT FROM OUR LIVE SHOW  -  MONDAY MADNESS  -  17 OCTOBER 2022

THE FINISHED PROJECT

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

Create a stunning focal point character for your 

explosion card with this hand-painted design. Stamp 

a detailed character image in black ink, carefully cut 

it out and mat it onto coordinating cardstock, then 

bring it to life with beautiful watercolour washes in 

blues and teals. This technique adds personality and 

visual interest to your card's exterior, making it a 

truly eye-catching centrepiece.

From the show: Monday Madness

Shown: 17 October 2022

The project starts: 34:15 into the show

In this guide: 11 steps, a photo for every step

WATCH IT ON THE SHOW

YOU WILL NEED

• 100572 - HTCN - Avago-ink Designs - A5 Stamp...

?
STUCK ON A STEP? ASK TONI
Ask Toni on our website about any project, product or technique from the show.

MORE FREE STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES
1,457 projects from our live shows,
every step photographed.

SEE THEM ALL
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE Explosion Card Focal Character with Hand-Painted Colour

STEP BY STEP

1
STEP 1 OF 11

Stamp a large character image onto white card using black ink. 
Position the stamp carefully on the stamping platform to ensure a crisp, 

clear impression of the figure.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  34:30

2
STEP 2 OF 11

Carefully cut around the character outline using scissors, 
following the black ink edge closely. Cut into the hair and details to 

create a precise silhouette.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  35:45

3
STEP 3 OF 11

Cut a slightly larger rectangle from teal card to create a backing 
layer for your stamped character. Position the stamped character on 

the right side of the teal backing piece.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  37:30
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4
STEP 4 OF 11

Apply tape runner adhesive to the back of the black-stamped 
character. Mount the character onto the blue coloured backing layer, 

positioning it centrally.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  38:00

5
STEP 5 OF 11

Cut around the coloured character, leaving a small blue border 
visible around the stamped image. Take care when cutting around 

detailed areas such as the hair and ears.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  38:15

6
STEP 6 OF 11

Prepare a watercolour palette with blue tones. Add a small amount 

of water to create a paint wash for colouring the stamped image.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  39:15
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7
STEP 7 OF 11

Paint the character's clothing with a base layer of lighter blue 
watercolour. Apply the colour to the top and skirt areas, building up the 

tone gradually.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  39:45

8
STEP 8 OF 11

Add darker blue tones to the character's hair using varied shades 
to create depth and detail. Layer the colours to build dimension in the 

hair area.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  40:15

9
STEP 9 OF 11

Paint the character's gloves with a lighter blue shade using a fine brush 

or pen.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  40:45
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10
STEP 10 OF 11

Add blue lipstick to the character's face using a fine brush for a pop of 

colour and extra detail.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  41:15

11
STEP 11 OF 11

Allow the watercolour to dry completely before proceeding with 
card assembly. This ensures the colours don't smudge or bleed when 

handling the stamped elements.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  41:30

TIPS FROM THE SHOW

• Leave some white areas showing through the watercolour for a more artistic, less heavily painted 

look.

• Coordinate the character's paint colours with the background colours used elsewhere on the card for 

a cohesive design.

USED IN THIS PROJECT

100572 - HTCN - Avago-ink Designs - A5 Stamp...

SHOP NOW
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SHOP THE PROJECT

100572 - HTCN - Avago-ink Designs
- A5 Stamp - Cookie - 100522C

SHOP NOW >

MORE FROM THIS SHOW

FULL SHOW

Watch the full show: Monday
Madness

WATCH NOW >

SAME SHOW

Textured Pixel Pattern Stencil Card
with Gradient Paint

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Game Over Sentiment Card with
Embossed Silver Text

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Assembled Game Over Textured
Card

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Explosion Gatefold Card with
Hidden Centre Reveal

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Explosion Card Exterior Panels and
Belly Band

FREE GUIDE >
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