
Ombré Background with Gel Medium and Spray
Ink

A PROJECT FROM OUR LIVE SHOW  -  BRAND SHOWCASE  -  20 JANUARY 2023

THE FINISHED PROJECT

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

Create a beautiful ombré background featuring 

teapots and teacups in soft blues and golds. This 

mixed media technique combines distress inks, gel 

medium, and spray inks to produce a vintage, 

layered effect with subtle colour transitions. The 

wiping-back method reveals the blended colours 

beneath, perfect for adding depth and interest to 

your papercraft projects.

From the show: Brand Showcase

Shown: 20 January 2023

The project starts: 17:30 into the show

In this guide: 7 steps, a photo for every step

WATCH IT ON THE SHOW

COMING UP LIVE ON HOW TO CRAFT NETWORK

Friday Live
FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER
6pm UK  /  1pm EASTERN  /  10am PACIFIC

WATCH FREE ON MY TELLY

?
STUCK ON A STEP? ASK TONI
Ask Toni on our website about any project, product or technique from the show.
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE Ombré Background with Gel Medium and Spray Ink

STEP BY STEP

1
STEP 1 OF 7

Apply Distress Ink in Peacock Feathers, Faded Jeans and Vintage 
Photo across your white embossed cardstock. Start with the paler 

blue (Faded Jeans) on the right side, blending the colours to create an 

ombré effect.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  20:00

2
STEP 2 OF 7

Apply Faded Jeans Distress Ink over the right-hand side of the 

embossed panel, overlapping with the Peacock Feathers to create a 

blended ombré effect.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  20:15

3
STEP 3 OF 7

Apply vintage photo or brown Distress Ink over the blue areas to 
create the final darker layer of the ombré effect. Blend the ink to 

complete the smooth colour transition from light to dark.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  20:30
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4
STEP 4 OF 7

Apply Pentel heavy gel medium (glossy) over the dried ink using a 
stencil. Work the gel medium through the stencil pattern to lock in the 

colours beneath.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  22:00

5
STEP 5 OF 7

Once the gel medium is completely dry, spray your chosen Distress 

Oxide ink colour over the entire piece, covering both the stencilled 

design and the purple border.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  23:00

6
STEP 6 OF 7

Use a damp cloth to gently rub off the sprayed ink from the raised 
stencil areas, revealing the coloured ombré background beneath. 
Work carefully to remove the ink only from the teapot and teacup 

images whilst leaving the background intact.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  24:30
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7
STEP 7 OF 7

Allow the background to dry completely. Once dry, the gel medium 

and spray inks will have merged together to create a beautiful blended 

ombré effect with the stencilled tea party motifs visible throughout.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  25:00

TIPS FROM THE SHOW

• Gel medium dries clear, allowing you to lock in your colours before adding spray ink on top.

• You can use clear or sparkly paste alternatives if you prefer a different finish.

• Don't be afraid to blend distress inks together – they work beautifully when layered.

MORE FROM THIS SHOW

FULL SHOW

Watch the full show: Brand
Showcase

WATCH NOW >

SAME SHOW

Alice in Wonderland Journaling
Page with Mixed Stamps

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Steampunk Brusho Ink Background
Card

FREE GUIDE >

MORE FREE STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES
1,259 projects from our live shows,
every step photographed.

SEE THEM ALL
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SAME SHOW

Steampunk Distress Ink Layered
Background

FREE GUIDE >

SAME SHOW

Sheep Stencil Layering Card with
Sentiments

FREE GUIDE >

Garden Scene Card with Hanging
Baskets and Pattern Paper

FREE GUIDE >
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